
NEW YORK STATE HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA 
 

Students can earn a high school equivalency diploma by successfully completing 24 college credits, as 
follows: 
 
         Courses   Credits 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: 
Six credits (i.e., two courses in     _____  _____   6 
composition, literature, speech, and/or 
creative writing) 
 
HUMANITIES: 
Three credits (i.e., one course in    _____     3 
literature, foreign language, art history, 
art appreciation, music, music appreciation, 
theatre, philosophy, religion) 
 
MATHEMATICS: 
Six credits (i.e., two courses in math,    _____  _____   6 
calculus, statistics, business math and/or 
technical math) 
 
NATURAL SCIENCE: 
Three credits (i.e., one course in biology,    _____     3 
chemistry, physics, earth science, geology, 
botany, or zoology) 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCE: 
Three credits (i.e., one course in history,   _____     3 
sociology, psychology, economics, political 
science, or labor studies) 
 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
AND/OR FOREIGN LANGUAGE: 
Three credits (i.e., one course in such areas as   _____     3 
agriculture, business and marketing, family and  
consumer science, technology, trade/industrial  
arts, etc. Also includes such areas as nutrition, 
studio art, home economics, theatre design,  
computer technology, computer science, physical/ 
health education, first aid/CPR, foreign language, 
sign language, etc.) 
Note: excludes college seminar, career planning, 
PE activity courses 
         Total Credits Required: 24 
 


