0pinion

By Dr. Martin Cantor, Ed.D

fhe fact that Long Island’s young people are leaving the region, taking with
them the skills that the Long Island workforce needs to sustain the regional
economy places more importance on the good work by Long Island’s two
community colleges - Nassau Community College and Suffolk Community College.
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significantly to the region’s ability to recover the economic activity lost during o
Great Recession. They provide current skill learning opportunities which lead to
higher paying jobs, since the quality of jobs in the
Long Island economy has been in lower paying in-
ustry sectors with many being part-time or tempo-
nxy jobs. The ability to learn skills for the higher
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they are unable to find jobs that align with their skills or salary tions. Com-
munity colleges can meet this need by providing educated workers for companies
that Long Island needs to atract and where our young people wish to work.
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The reality is that Long Island'’s only true asset is s people, its human capital;
and our educated young people, our human capital, have shown by their departure
that they are very mobile. They have shown how mobile they are by leaving the
region in the thousands, taking with them the education that Long Island taxpayers
have paid for, and having this education benefiting other regions of the country.

Suffolk Community College and Nassau Community College are essential in
‘making Long Island’s human capital more valuable and in keeping that human
capital here.



