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Welcome to the

Learning and News Literacy
Susan Wood, Assistant Professor of Library Services

I recently polled a number of students about their personal information-seeking habits.

Learn More
“Social Media and
the Public Interest:
Governance of
News Platforms in
the Realm of
Individual and
Algorithmic
Gatekeepers”

“Evaluating
Information: The
Cornerstone of Civic
Online Reasoning”

“Investigating the
Effects of News
Sharing and Political
Interest on Social
Media Network
Heterogeneity”

“Media Literacy,
Education, & (Civic)
Capability: A
Transferrable
Methodology”

“Empowering
Students to Make
Sense of an
InformationSaturated World”

The most telling responses were to this question: Which of the following do you think is a
better way to write a paper?
A. Start out knowing what you’re going to say, then look for information to
back it up, ignoring or arguing against information that won’t help you
make your case.
B. Read widely to learn about a topic and to narrow it down. Come up with
a defensible assertion based on what you’ve learned and what the
research shows.
Almost everyone answered A. As this wasn’t an anonymous questionnaire, it’s likely a
good number of students responded with what they thought I wanted to hear. This
means that a significant part of our work as educators is to wean students from the
unsociable habit of disregarding information that doesn’t support their preformed,
personal opinions. Developing students’ news, media and information literacy skills is a
key component of this work.
To a large degree, what librarians contribute to this endeavor is a meditation on process.
In broad strokes, this includes how to look for, select, deconstruct, and utilize a wide
variety of information sources for the purposes of becoming informed, then refining an
idea into a viable research question, and later on, as evidence in written work. The
hallmarks of this process are to slow down, to unflatten your view of the published word,
to be mindful about selection and usage decisions in light of the context in which the
information was created, and to take note of commodification when commodification
doesn’t want you to.
The culture of higher education places high value on a careful and deliberate approach
to the production of knowledge. Initiating students into this culture is a challenge in the
best of times, let alone in a post-truth society: an information ecosystem in which it is a
simple task to find a source, no matter its inherent quality, to wield as evidence for any
argument imaginable.
Colbert gave us “truthiness” as a way of conceptualizing one of the pitfalls of this
democratization of information. Lately, we’ve all been doing a lot of thinking about the
impact of fake news. When any number of monetized fabrications are lurking around
masquerading as journalism, all sources become suspect.
Through our collections, reference work, and information literacy instruction, librarians
offer an antidote both to the willy-nilly acceptance of whatever appears in a Facebook
filter bubble and to the opposite (but just as serious) problem of total cynicism. We work
to help students discern the differences between the very different phenomena of fake
news, conspiracy theories, hoaxes, satire, commentary, propaganda, bias, spin, and
framing.
Contact us to develop assignments and activities that challenge your students to
examine their own mindsets and information-seeking habits, to improve their media and
news literacy skills, to understand cognitive bias, to become familiar with sources for
reputable journalism, and to think critically about popular discourse on current events.

Context matters
Library resources for news and ‘current’ events

New York State Historic Newspapers browse by county, 1700s to present
New York Times Historical Archive 1851-2013
Newspaper Source Plus local, national and international papers, newswires, radio and TV transcripts

Sources in U.S. History primary documents from the American Revolution, the Civil War, and Slavery
in America Collections

Archival Films & Newsreels 1888-present
CQ Researcher current events reporting from 1923 to present

Click the images to access these items
Need help?

Fall Library Instruction Roundup
To schedule or learn
more about Library
Research and
Information
Literacy Instruction
Services, contact
Penny Bealle:
pbealle@sunysuffolk.edu
or
631-548-2541

You may also use our
online scheduling
request form.

Gale Virtual Reference
Library Fun Fact
“In 1930, [Richard G.]
Drew invented the product
that revolutionized the tape
industry. It was the first
waterproof, see-through,
pressure-sensitive tape that
also acted as a barrier to
moisture…. [T]he product
got its name when an auto
painter became frustrated
with Drew's sample...which
fell off the car. He
exclaimed to Drew, ‘Take
this tape back to those
Scotch bosses of yours and
tell them to put more
adhesive on it!’ In his
pejorative statement,
‘Scotch’ meant ‘cheap.’”
Inventors & Inventions.
Salem Press, 2010.

Each semester, we cultivate new collaborations tailored to
faculty assignments and student information literacy needs.
Our library instruction and activity sessions provide different
strokes for different folks.
Penny Bealle worked with golfing students in PED112 to explore topics such as
the corporate sponsorship of golfers and key psychological issues in mastering
golf.

Penny also provided information literacy guidance for students in the advanced
section of the Intensive English Program. After completing this program, many of
the students will enroll in college courses at Suffolk and elsewhere. Students
from eight countries researched environmental policies in their home countries
using multidisciplinary science databases, such as Environment Complete and
GreenFILE. In addition to examining topics such as oil exploration in Ecuador’s
Yasuni National Park and water management in Thailand’s rice paddies, the
students gained research skills that will serve them well as they continue their
education.

Susan Wood taught an Honors section of LIB101: Introduction to College
Research, which fulfills the College Seminar requirement. Working with topics
from the U.N’s 2016 Sustainable Development Goals Report, students created
Research & Learning Narratives in which they engaged in reflective writing
about their research processes and worked toward externalizing their personal
source selection criteria.

MaryPat Takacs taught students in College Seminar to use background sources
called Research Starters to learn about the necessity of soft skills in employment.
Research Starters are available through the Library’s One Search service.
Students successfully documented their sources following MLA style.

Did you know that Suffolk offers LIB103: Library Research Methods, a 3-credit
online course? Students develop sophisticated research skills that help them
succeed in college courses at Suffolk and beyond. They gain confidence with
research projects and often remark that LIB103 should be a mandatory class.
Students are surprised to learn that Google is not the only way to find sources,
scholarly databases with journal articles on every topic are available through the
Library’s webpage, and in-text citations are not difficult to create.

Collection Spotlight Technology & Information
Click the covers to explore these titles, available in the Library

“A library is thought in cold storage.”
~Lord Samuel (1870—1963), U.K. House of Lords
Oxford Dictionary of Quotations
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Staff
Dana Antonucci-Durgan
Campus Head Librarian
antonud@sunysuffolk.edu

Penny Bealle
Professor of Library Services
beallep@sunysuffolk.edu

Renovations to the MLRC ’s HVAC system
began during the winter break,
transforming a previously inaccessible
space into a much-needed group study
room with a large, wall-mounted monitor
for visualizing group projects.
Library users can request the key at the
Circulation Desk.

Susan Wood
Assistant Professor of Library
Services
woods@sunysuffolk.edu

MaryPat Takacs
Associate Professor of
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Paul Turano
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turanop@sunysuffolk.edu

Jeannette Fischer
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CONTACT US
Reference Desk: 631-548-2538
Circulation Desk: 631-548-2536
Media Services: 631-548-2542
http://www.sunysuffolk.edu/Students/library.asp
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